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CONFIDENTIAL OUAGADOUGOU 2706 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, UV, ML 

SUBJECT: BORDER DISPUTE BETWEEN MALI AND UPPER VOLTA 

1. A WAVE OF XENOPHOBIA, OBVIOUSLY ENCOURAGED BY GOUV, 

IS SWEEPING THROUGH UPPER VOLTA, A LAND WHICH UNTIL 
NOW HAD A WELL-DESERVED REPUTATION FOR TOLERANCE AND 
FRIENDLINESS TOWARDS FOREIGNERS. MAIN TARGETS ARE 
MALIANS AND FRENCH, BUT OTHERS ARE ALSO AFFECTED INDIR- 
RECTLY. 

2. SITATUION IS PARTICULARLY BAD IN BOBO-DIOULASSO 
WHERE MALIANS CONTROL MOST OF TRADITIONAL TRADE. ACCOR- 
DING TO ONE REPORT SOME TWO HUNDRED PERSONS WERE 
WOUNDED IN STREET FIGHTS AND RIOTING IN THE PAST FEW 
DAYS. WE ARE RELIABLY INFORMED THAT AT LEAST THREE 
MALIANS HAVE BEEN KILLED IN BOBO. 
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3. IN OUAGADOUGOU, ANOTHER DEMONSTRATION TOOK PLACE 
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ON DECEMBER 22 WITH ANTI-MALIAN AND ANTI-FRENCH SLOGANS. 
TWO GERMAN NATIONALS WHO WERE TAKING PICTURES WERE 
APPREHENDED BY DEMONSTRATORS BUT WERE RELEASED WHEN 
THEY SHOWED PROOF OF THEIR NATIONALITY. APPARENTLY 
AN AMERICAN TOURIST, WHOM WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
IDENTIFY, WAS ALSO TAKING PICTURES AND WAS STONED 
UNTIL DEMONSTRATORS LEARNED THAT HE WAS AN AMERICAN. 

4. FRENCH COMMUNITY IS UNDERSTANDABLY GETTING JITTERY 
BUT SO FAR WE HAVE NO REPORT THAT FRENCH NATIONALS 
HAVE BEEN HARMED. FRENCH AMBASSADOR WAS LIVID WHEN 
GOUV SENT A DETACHMENT OF TEN SOLDIERS TO PROTECT HIM 
AND HE INSISTED THAT THEY BE REMOVED. SOVIET EMBASSY 
IS GETTING SOME OF THE FLACK BECAUSE MALIAN TANKS OF 
SOVIET MANUFACTURE ARE NOW REPORTED TO HAVE TAKEN POSI- 
TIONS IN THE DISPUTED AREA. 

GRAHAM 
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